

“Instrumentalities of the U.S. government maintain and hire 
professional ‘mechanics or hit men’ to carry out assassinations 
and other ‘jobs.’ I know this as a result of my own longtime 

experience with the clandestine services There can be no 

doubt that a team of such ‘mechanics,’ with government 
incentives and Mafia know-how, was used to kill President 
John F. Kennedy. A similar team, with similar backing, carried 
out the exquisitely professional ‘job’ of killing Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy in the crowded Ambassador Hotel in downtown Los 
Angeles. 

— From the Foreword, 
by Co- L. Fletcher Prouty 
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PARIS— Police are investigating the apparent murder yester- 
day of a French Canadian student whose identity has not 
yet been released. A second Canadian, detained by police 
near the scene of the shooting, has been identified as Timothy 
Stern, thirty, a free-lance photographer. A police spokesman 
said that a motive for the crime has no. vet been established, 
and that the dead man had no previous police record. Ac- 
cording to police sources, very little was known about him 
other than that he was often seen “in places frequented by 
the homosexual community.” 

In Toronto, acquaintances of Mr. Stem’s could offer no 
explanation of why he was in Paris. A woman friend, living 
in Montreal, wh; isked not to identified, said that Mr. Stem 
appearec. deeply depressed and unable to work ever since 
his return several months ago from Vietnam, where he had 
worked as a news photographer for the past two years. “He 
was a ioner and had literally dropped out of sight,” she said. 
Apparently on at least one occasion he had revealed to her 
that he was seeking psychiatric counseling. 
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cesses of the Haganah and Stern Gang, paramilitary organizations 
dedicated to the creation of Israel. Among the Palestinian refugees 
who fled the Haganah after World War II was Youssef Beidas, an 
Arab moneylender. Beidas founded the Intra Bank in Beirut during 
1951, in all likelihood cursing the Israelis in the very act of in° 
corporation. From its earliest beginnings Intra was alleged to be 
deeply involved in the traditional intrigues of the Middle East- 
narcotics, gunrunning, terrorism, and the coup d’etat. And the bank 
became enormous, with investments in more than a dozen countries 
and assets in excess of a billion Lebanese pounds. Among its hold- 
ings were sections of Beirut Port, Lebanon's national television net- 
work, Geneva and Paris real estate, a thriving Marseilles shipyard 
called La Ciotat, the biggest refrigerated warehouses in the Middle 
East, two smaller banks, Middle East Airlines, the Casino du Liban, 
and more than forty-five other subsidiaries, many of them immensely 
profitable. The casino alone was worth a large forutne and was said 
to be the biggest gambling emporium in the world-dwarfing the 
Sands, the Dunes, the Flamingo, and Monte Carlo. Moreover, its 
affiliation with Middle East Airlines enabled the casino to bring in 
junkets from every part of the Arab world; sheiks, princes, finan- 
ciers, and the nouveau riche of the OPEC countries flocked to its 
tables, as did the cosmopolites of Beirut itself. Predictably, the 
casino became a focal point of Holy Land spookery. The Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) was said to extract a percentage of 
the casino’s skim to finance terrorist operations against Israel, and 
law-enforcement authorities contended that the gaming tables and 
the Intra Bank itself were used to launder the proceeds from heroin 
transactions conducted by the casino’s manager, Marcel Paul Fran- 
cisi. 


And yet despite its far-flung assets and enormous cash flow, the 
Intra Bank went bust a few months prior to the Arab-Israeli War 
in 1967. A mysterious run on the bank’s deposits was credited with 
forcing it into receivership, and not even a 150-million-pound loan 
from the Lebanese government could prevent the catastrophe. The 
responsibility for the run on the bank has never- been determined 
with certainty, but DEA and State Department officials privately 
suspect that a man named Paul Louis Weiller was the cause. 

Stephen McClintic, a career State Department official attached to 
the Drug Enforcement Administration prior to his recent retire- 
ment, describes Weiller as "A French mixture of great wealth and 
mouldering aristocracy-a combination of Henry Ford and Mickey 
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John Sawatsky 

In March 1972 Leslie James Benpeji^^Simost 
two decades head of the RCMf^^rajinjer- 
intelligcnce war again^W^^si^^isf^h 
quietly to a safchouSfin QHfrwaand inteFFOgafed v 
for five days on suspicion of being a KGB molc^-i^ 

Was he a loyal^py^ catcher or a spy hjigsglf?''^ . 
John Saw^yTwho first exposed CaflSdafs rolc,^ 
in the grdy world of espionage^vith his bestselling^ 
Men In 77/cy/W()jt^Jow^vealsjJ»rf0p^sccret 
story of wha^tppCncd on thp^ussian 
while Bennett was in chara^Whilc the factsarc 

humiliating— the KGB Consistently outwitted 
the Security Service's counterespionage cases — 
the conclusions arc still debated passionately 
by insiders. 

Evidence against Bennett could be taken from 
his past where it is shown that he had a left- 
wing background and an uncle with strong left 
connections. Bennett immigrated to Canada 
after a good record with the British intelligence 
community, but not before a posting in Istanbul 
where he crossed paths with the notorious 
^ defector Kim Philby. And there were dozens of 
' other questions regarding his activities and 
contacts. 

; Yet in spite of these facts, and in spite of the 
consistently poor record of the Security Services, v 
Bennett’s friends and colleagues simply could not 
believe that this trusted and talented man could 
turn against the very organization he helped to 
build, or turn against the country- that he loved 
and worked to protect. Proclaiming his innocence 
to the very end, Bennett retired from the force 
shortly after the interrogation and now lives 
in Australia. 

Members of the RCMP Security Service have 
debated about Bennett for ten years. FnrScniccs 
Ranlcml pores through all the evidence— - 

cases, memos, interviews, personalities — and 
brings the reader to his own final conclusion. 
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From the reviews of 

Mm IN THE SHADOWS 


.gripping and compelling reading. . . John 
Sawatsky has performed a valuable public 
service.” 


a wealth of lore and anecdote 


“. . .that remarkable fellow John Sawatsky. . . is 
one of only two or three Canadians who merit 

the description ‘an investigative journalist!” 


...gripping and disturbing... the work of a 
hard- digging, determinedly objective repor 
who eschews sensationalism.” 


“...fascinating.. .a valuable Canadian 
contribution to the voluminous international 
literature on security subjects." 


...massively detailed, firmly objective, highly 
educational and above all, very readable. It ha 
the pace and drama of a spy novel, with the 
added appeal that it’s all real!’ 


an engrossing and informative book 


a remarkable achievement... superb! 


the subject of security! 



organized for private profit, their surveillance 
“colleges,” and their assassination devices man- 
ufactured in smdlshops and “safe houses." 

In a more geneTal way, Spooks presents some 
startling revelations concerning prominent fig- 
ures and events (see the back of this jacket for a 
partial listing). 

This is an unprecedentedly brilliant work of 
investigative reporting, based on four years of 
research and interviews with hundreds of mer- 
cenary spies, their employers, and their victims. 


Jim Hougan was born 


was brought up in Los Angeles, Tulsa, and 
Racine. In 1966 he graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin with a degree in English and 
Philosophy. He then became a reporter and 
began to write for a number of national maga- 
zines. He is now Washington Editor of Harper’s. 
In 1975 he published his first book, Decadence. 
He lives with his wife and their two children 
outside Washington. 
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Some Revelations in 

MS 


The archipelago of Kennedy intelligence agencies, 
established with White House discretionary funds 

The location of the Robert Kennedy/Marilyn Monroe 
tapes 

Richard Nixon and Warren Burger’s war against 
Aristotle Onassis 


The secret hiring of Intertel by General Motors to 
handle wildcat strikes 


Spy-tech threats: infinity-transmitters available to the 
public; abuse of Psychological Stress Evaluator in 
labor, business, and marital investigations 

The real and incredible reason, destined to affect the 
entire world’s economy, for Howard Hughes’ sojourn 
in Nicaragua 

The CIA pornographic film targeted against Tito 
The Nixon link to the French Connection 


The FBI thwarting of the Senate probe of Robert 
Vesco 


The true reason, having nothing to do with business, 
why IBM left New York City 
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